Xenotransplant trials:
Australia has lifted a 5-year ban on clinical trials in which animal cells, tissues or organs are transplanted into humans. The National Health and Medical Research Council said on 10 December that it was satisfied the risks of transmitting animal viruses in this way were low, and that trials could proceed once regulatory and monitoring frameworks have been established. The United States, Russia, European Union and China are among many places that already allow human xenotransplantation trials, the council said.
Countering bioweapons:
The United States announced on 9 December that it would try to revitalize the Biological Weapons Convention (BWC) that bans the development, production and stockpiling of such weapons. Ellen Tauscher, undersecretary of state Budget threat: British scientists were rattled by the UK government's 2010 prebudget report on 9 December, which called for a £600-million (US$975-million) reduction in spending on higher education, science and research for the period 2011-13. Details of the cutbacks were not specified -and the present Labour government may not win next year's general election -but their mention reminded researchers that painful spending cuts almost certainly lie in wait.
Drug-safety rap:
Five years after the blockbuster painkiller Vioxx was withdrawn after being linked to heart attack and stroke, the US Food and Drug Administration (FDA) is still not taking adequate steps to ensure the safety of marketed drugs, says a report by the Government Accountability Office (GAO). The report, made public on 9 December, checked the agency's progress in enacting recommendations from a 2006 GAO report. It found that the FDA had failed to transfer sufficient authority for postmarket drug safety to the Office of Surveillance and Epidemiology and away from the office that approves new drugs.
• BUSINESS Geothermal project buried: An innovative geothermal project that would drill deep into the Earth to extract energy from hot rocks has been shut down. On for arms control, said that the country would urge all nations to sign the BWC, but rejected efforts to develop a system to verify that the convention was being obeyed. The treaty has foundered since the administration of former president George W. Bush broke with attempts to set up a compliance scheme in 2001 (see Nature 414, 675; 2001).
CRUNCH TIME AT COPENHAGEN
After being derailed by protests from developing countries, the United Nations climate talks in Copenhagen are back to something resembling order. As Nature went to press, government ministers led by conference president Connie Hedegaard and Yvo de Boer, executive secretary of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (both pictured), were preparing a negotiating text for some 130 heads of state. But the architecture of any possible agreement was still unclear, and a deep divide remained between developed and developing nations. More than 45,000 delegates, journalists and lobbyists had registered to attend -three times the capacity of the Bella Center, where the talks are being held. For daily updates, see nature.com/roadtocopenhagen. Market forecaster Strategies Unlimited in Mountain View, California, says that the market for high-brightness LEDs will almost triple in five years (see graphic). Vrinda Bhandarkar, an analyst there, says demand for LEDs in mobile phones has peaked, but future hot areas include backlights for better-contrast, thinner computer and television displays. General lighting will follow: LEDs are now bright enough to illuminate streets, but still costly (see Nature 459, 312-314; 2009). Capacity may outpace demand by 2011, says Cleantech, when prices could crash and the herd of more than 500 LED-makers could thin out.
Solar-power boost:
The World Bank announced on 9 December that it planned US$5.6 billion of financing to speed up the deployment of concentrated solar power in North Africa and the Middle East. Its Clean Technology Fund would spend $750 million on 11 projects in Algeria, Egypt, Jordan, Morocco and Tunisia, and $4.85 billion would be mobilized from other sources, including donors and commercial debt. The investment will create around a gigawatt of solar capacity over the next five years, the World Bank says -a sizeable addition to the 6-7 gigawatts of global projects in the pipeline by the end of 2008.
• RESEARCH Harvard stops building: With a hobbled endowment, Harvard University in Cambridge, Massachusetts, announced on 10 December that it would halt construction of the US$1-billion science complex on its Allston campus early next year once the foundations are complete. This brings to a standstill the university's ambitious expansion plans (see Nature 454, 686-689; 2008) . Instead, the university said it would shift focus towards Marine viewing: A sea-floor observatory in the northeast Pacific Ocean officially went live on 8 December, promising free access via the Internet to its live camera feeds and to data on marine life off British Columbia. The Can$100-million (US$95-million) NEPTUNE Canada project (http:// neptunecanada.ca) will study biological, physical and geological processes up to 300 kilometres offshore, using instruments and sensors connected by a cable that runs electricity and fibre-optics in an 800-kilometre undersea loop.
Synchrotron stand-off continues:
Scientists at the Australian Synchrotron in Melbourne voted last week to again work only between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. in renewed protest at the facility's governing board. The synchrotron is undergoing maintenance over the Christmas break, but if the limitedhours schedule continues in 2010, it will cripple research projects in a facility usually booked around-the-clock. Five members of the synchrotron's scientific advisory committee also resigned last week (see Nature 462, 706-707; 2009 
